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Black theology argues that God usually identifies with the oppressed. Proponents of the black liberation theology highlight that the identification of God with the oppressed is revealed in the scripture. For instance, in Exodus chapter 3, the Israelites slaves are delivered from the Egyptian bondage after 430 years of slavery. Additionally, Jesus Christ was born into a marginalized Jewish community under the oppressive systems of the Roman empire (Cone, 1965). This is revealed in both Luke and Mathew. In both situations, the birth of Jesus, and the subsequent death to set the people free and release of the Israelites from bondage, God’s work and desire to set the captives free is evident. 
As highlighted by the scriptures in Luke chapter 4, verse 16 – 21, “the message of the Lord Jesus was to particularly preach the good news to the poor,” Isaiah chapter 61 verse 1 states that the coming of the Lord would be to proclaim Freedom for the captives and release the captives. Cone tries to point out the connection between Jesus and the oppressed, however, the question was whether it was possible to be both black and Christian. Black theology did however relate to the civil rights movements because of the radicalized violence. Most of the black clergy during this time did not take part in active violence and did not similarly preach the message of freedom and liberation (Gutierrez et al., 1988). 
Most black preachers preached the idea of gradualism as far as political freedom was concerned. On most occasions, the black preachers were engaged in compensatory religion rather than urging their followers to engage in social and political activism. The black preachers were mainly concerned with achieving the personal salvation of their followers with freedom and happiness that was assured after one’s death. 

The silence maintained by the black preachers led to the development of the notion that Christianity was generally a white man’s religion while Islam was the true black man religion (Hamilton, & Ture, 2011). Cone however argued that while one can be black and a Christian, it is not possible for one to become a racist and a Christian at the same time. He observed that God is working for the oppressed to possibly liberate them and that his people must, therefore, assume that position. 
 	Cone in expounding the ideas associated with black theology rejects the idea of whiteness arguing that white theologians managed never to say a word about racism and insists on correlating the death of Jesus and lynching of the black people in the US. Cone particularly analyzed the scripture through the lens of the African- American freedom struggle. He believed that any spiritual message that was aiming to help in the liberation of the oppressed in the society was not the Lord’s message. Black theology in entirety sought to liberate the blacks from the variety of political, religious, social, and economic oppression (Cone, 1965).
In conclusion, it is important to note that the idea of whiteness was particularly rejected in black theology because blackness gave the theologians a new theological view subsequently enabling them to move past the limits of the white theology. According to black theology, God is particularly a negro who is accountable to the poor black people and not the privileged whites. It is observed that that the white Christians did not only fail to preach against slavery and condemn the tolerance of racism; they arguably supported it since they benefited from the vice. Against this understanding, black theology emerged as the only solution to help the blacks in the struggle for human dignity and liberation (Maimela & Hopkins, 2017), just like Jesus came for the physically disadvantaged, the ill, the outcasts and the poor. 
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